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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is in reply to the remarks and amendment filed on 01 May 2008. 

2. Claims 1-22, 25-33, and 36-44 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1-44 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 8 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. With regards to claim 8, this claim ends with the word "and". This is 
improper grammatical sentence structure. Appropriate correction is required. 

b. With regards to claim 20, this claim recites dependency from claim 1 but 
appears to depend from claim 11. For purposes of this examination, the 
Examiner will assume dependency from claim 1 1 . Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Previous Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

6. With regard to claims 1 , 3-19, 21 , 23-26, and 29-44, these claims were previously 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
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the invention. The Examiner appreciates the Applicants' prompt attention to correcting 
these deficiencies, as illustrated in the numerous claim amendments, and hereby 
withdraws the rejection of claims 1 , 3-19, 21 , 23-26, and 29-44 under § 1 12, 2 nd 
paragraph. 

7. With regard to claims 2, 20, 22, 27, and 28, these claims still fail to meet the 
requirements, as outlined above, of 35 USC §112, 2 nd paragraph. Accordingly, claims 
2, 20, 22, 27, and 28 remain rejected. 

c. With regard to claim 2, this claim recites managing information "in a 
related manner". The Examiner is unable to understand the metes and the 
bounds of the claimed invention because the use of the phrase "in a related 
manner" causes the claim to fail in particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter. 

d. With regard to claim 20, this claim recites "and being related to a service... 
providing section" preceded by "a creating request sending section" "an 
authentication information creating request", and "authentication information". 
Examiner is unable to determine which of the latter 3 elements is "related to a 
service... providing section", and therefore the claim is vague and indefinite. 
Additionally, "having a term of validity" is preceded by the same 3 elements as 
stated above. Examiner is unable to determine which of the 3 elements is 
"having a term of validity", and therefore the claim is vague and indefinite. 
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e. With regards to claim 27, this claim recites "an extended term of validity 
and an extended term of validity". It is not clear as to whether these terms of 
validity are the same or different. 

f. With regard to claims 22 and 28, these claims recite "with respect", which 
gives the claims unclear scope. 



Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-44 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 



10. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Futamura et al. (U.S. 2002/0026582 A1 ) ("Futamura"). 
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1 1 . As per claims 1, 11, and 21 , Futamura discloses a service providing apparatus 
(see figure 85, components 1001 and 1002) and, further, discloses the limitations: 

g. an authentication information managing section (service provider 1002) 
configured to manage authentication information (IDC) related to the services, 
the authentication information having a term of validity (IDC expiration date) (see 
H 0658 and figure 85); 

h. an extension request accepting section (IDA 1001 ) configured to accept 
an extension request to extend the term of validity of the authentication 
information ("the service provider 1002 requests the... IDA 1001 to issue a new 
IDC"), (see U 0660); and 

i. an authentication information updating section (IDA 1001) configured to 
extend the term of validity ("new expiration date") of the authentication 
information depending on the extension request, (see If 0661 ). 

12. As per claims 2, 3, 12, and 13 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 
claims 1 and 1 1 . Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

j. wherein said authentication information managing section (service 
provider 1002) is configured to manage, in a related manner, the authentication 
information, (see If 0658, figure 85 and associated text) 

k. information related to a request source (public key of SP) which makes the 
extension request to extend the term of validity of the authentication information 
(see figure 85), 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,868 Page 6 - 20080529 

Art Unit: 3621 

I. information related to a request source (public key of SP) which made a 
creating request to create authentication information (see If 0659, figure 85 and 
associated text), and 

m . an authority ( I DA) to extend the term of validity of the authentication 
information (see figure 85 and associated text). 

13. As per claims 4, 5, 14, and 15 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 

claims 1 and 1 1 . Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

n. wherein said authentication information updating section (IDA 1001) is 
configured to judge whether a request source which made the extension request 
to extend the term of validity of the authentication information has an authority to 
extend the term of validity (see 1f 660: "in the data communication, mutual 
authentication, addition of a signature, and verification are performed"), and 
o. extends the term of validity of the authentication information when it is 
judged that the request source has the authority to extend the term of validity 
(seeH 0661), and 

p. creates new authentication information including the extended term of 
validity (see If 0661 ) and delete the old authentication information (see If 0663 
and 0664). 
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14. As per claims 6, 7, 16, and 17 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 
claims 1 and 1 1 . Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

q. wherein said authentication information managing section (service 
provider 1002) is configured to manage the authentication information and an 
extended term of validity of the authentication information in a related manner 
(seeH 0661), and 

r. a number of times the term of validity of the authentication information is 
extended in a related manner (see U 0662). 

1 5. As per claims 8 and 18 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of claims 
1 and 1 1 . Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

s. an extension response sending section (IDA 1001 ) configured to send an 
extension response including an identifier (identification number) for identifying 
the newly created authentication information having the term of validity extended 
by said authentication information updating section and (see figures 85 and 52b 
and respective associated text). 

16. As per claims 9 and 19 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of claims 
1 and 1 1 . Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

t. a monitoring section (service provider 1002) configured to monitor the 
term of validity of the authentication information (see If 0660). 
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17. As per claims 10 and 20 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 
claims 1 and 1 1 . Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

u. a notifying section (service provider 1002) configured to transmit 
information related to the term of validity of the authentication information to a 
request source (service provider 1002) which made a creating request to create 
the authentication information (see 0659 - 0660). 

18. As per claims 22, 33, and 44 , Futamura discloses an integrated services 
providing section to provide integrated services of one or a plurality of services provided 
by a service providing section (see figure 20, components 400, 420, 430, and 
associated text; see also figure 85, components 1001 and 1002, and associated text) 
and, further, discloses the limitations: 

v. a creating request sending section (service provider 1002) configured to 
send an authentication information creating request ("request") requesting 
creation of authentication information having a term of validity ("IDC of a user has 
been created") (see U 0659) and being related to a service provided by a first 
service providing section (service provider 1002) within said service providing 
section, to the first service providing section (see U 0658+ and figure 85); 
w. a response receiving section (service provider 1002) to receive from the 
first service providing section (IDA 1001) an authentication information creation 
response including an authentication information identifier (identification number) 
for identifying the authentication information and the term of validity of the 
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authentication information (see If 0658+, figure 85, figure 52b and associated 
text); 

x. an extension request sending section (service provider 1002) to send an 
extension request requesting extension of the term of validity of the 
authentication information, with respect to the first service providing section (see 
H 0660). 

19. As per claims 23, 24, 25, 27, 34, 35, 36, and 38 , Futamura, as shown, discloses 
the limitations of claims 22 and 33. Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

y. wherein the extension request includes the authentication information 
identifier for identifying the authentication information and a requested extension 
time (see figures 85 and 52b with respective associated text), 
z. wherein the extension request further includes an identifier for identifying 
the integrated services providing section (see If 660: "in the data communication, 
mutual authentication, addition of a signature, and verification are performed"), 
aa. an authentication information managing section (service provider 1002) 
configured to manage the authentication information identifier for identifying the 
authentication information and the term of validity of the authentication 
information (see If 0658+, figure 52b and associated text). 

20. As per claims 26 and 37 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 
claims 22 and 33. Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

bb. an extension response receiving section (service provider 1002) 
configured to receive from the first service providing section an extension 
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response including an authentication information identifier for identifying 
authentication information having an extended term of validity (see If 0658+, 
figure 52b and associated text). 

21 . As per claims 31 and 42 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 
claims 22 and 33. Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

cc. a notification receiving section (service provider 1002) configured to 
receive from the first service providing section a term of validity information 
notification including information related to the term of validity of the 
authentication information (see figure 85, step 1 : notify of the expiration of IDC 
and the arrow indicating communication from 1001 to 1002). 

22. As per claims 32 and 43 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the limitations of 
claims 22 and 33. Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

dd. a monitoring section configured to monitor the term of validity of the 
authentication information, (see If 0660). 

23. As per claims 28, 29, 30, 39, 40, and 41 , Futamura, as shown, discloses the 
limitations of claims 22 and 33. Futamura, further, discloses the limitations: 

ee. a session request sending section configured to send with respect to a 
second service providing section (service provider 400) within said service 
providing section, other than the first service providing section, a session request 
requesting start of a session and including the authentication information 
identifier for identifying the authentication information (see H 0020, 0289, and 
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0290, authentication using IDC and mutual authentication for beginning of 
session). 

ff. a session response receiving section (IDA or CA) configured to receive 
from the second service providing section a session response indicating the start 
of the session and including a session identifier for identifying the session (see H 
0289, success of mutual authentication) 

gg. a session managing section (SP, IDA, or CA) configured to manage a 
session identifier (session key) for identifying the session (see U 0289+). 
24. The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art of 
record within the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply. 
Applicant, in preparing the response, should consider fully the entire reference as 
potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the 
passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

25. Applicant's amendment filed 01 May 2008 necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

26. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be 
directed to Jacob C. Coppola whose telephone number is 571.270.3922. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. If attempts 
to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, 
Andrew Fischer can be reached at 571 .272.6779. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see 

http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov >. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

/Jacob C Coppola/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3621 
May 30, 2008 



/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



